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Rother District Council 
 
 
CABINET 
9 October 2020 

 
Minutes of the Cabinet meeting held at the Remote Meeting on Friday 9 October 
2020 at 10.00am. 
 
Committee Members present: Councillors D.B. Oliver (Leader), S.M. Prochak, MBE 
(Deputy Leader), C.A. Bayliss, J.H.F. Brewerton, T.J.C. Byrne, K.P. Dixon, 
H.L. Timpe and J. Vine-Hall. 
 
Other Members present: Councillors R.K. Bird, S.J. Coleman, B.J. Drayson, 
A.E. Ganly, C.A. Madeley and G.F. Stevens. 
 
Advisory Officers in attendance: Chief Executive, Assistant Director Resources, 
Revenue and Benefits Manager and Democratic Services Officer 
 
Also Present: 6 members of the public via the YouTube live broadcast. 
 
 

 
Publication Date: 13 October 2020 
 

CB20/56.   MINUTES   
(1)  

The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes of the meeting held 
on 5 October 2020 at a later date as a correct record of the 
proceedings. 
 

CB20/57.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
(2)  

An apology for absence had been received from Councillor K.M Field. 
 

CB20/58.   DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS   
(5)  

There were no Declarations of interest. 
 
 

PART III – URGENT DECISIONS – The Chairman of Council had agreed that the 
following decisions were urgent in accordance with Paragraph 17 of the Overview 
and Scrutiny Procedure Rules contained in Part 4 of the Council’s Constitution.  The 
call-in procedure does not therefore apply to these decisions. 

 

CB20/59.   TEST AND TRACE SUPPORT PAYMENTS DISCRETIONARY 
SCHEME   

(6)  
The Government had introduced a payment of £500 for those 
households on low incomes if they had been instructed to self-isolate 
by the NHS and to do so would have adversely affected their income. 
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The Government had tasked local government to administer the 
scheme which needed to be up and running by the 12 October 2020. 
Households were eligible from the 28 September and the scheme 
would operate until the 31 January 2021.   
 
The Government had also enabled Councils to have a discretionary 
scheme. Funding of £23,545 was to be provided but would limit the 
number of people the Council could help to 47. No further funding was 
likely at that stage and therefore would be on a first come first served 
basis. The discretionary scheme would deal with the scenario where a 
resident met the qualifying criteria, except that they were not in receipt 
of any of the benefits detailed in the report. A draft discretionary 
scheme was outlined at Appendix A to the report. 
 
Applications were to be accepted via an on-line form on the Council’s 
website. In addition, the scheme required the Council to provide a 
telephone-based service for those residents not able to access the 
internet. The initial contact would be managed by the Council’s contact 
centre who would pass details to the Revenues and Benefits team.  
The Council would also provide information regarding the other support 
residents that could be accessed around the district. This was to be 
available on the Council’s website and could be provided as part of the 
telephone service.  Payments were to be made within three working 
days of receipt of the application. 
 
Members congratulated and gave thanks to the Assistant Director 
Resources, the Revenues and Benefits Manager and their team for 
their work over the previous months. 
 
RESOLVED: That  
 
1) the test and trace support payment discretionary scheme 

outlined in Appendix A to the report be approved; and  
2) the Assistant Director Resources (Chief Finance Officer) be 

granted delegated authority to make minor amendments to the 
agreed scheme, in consultation with the Cabinet Portfolio Holder 
for Finance and Performance. 

 
 
The Chairman of Council had agreed that this decision could be 
taken as a matter of urgency to allow the Council to implement the 
scheme in accordance with the Government’s timescale.   
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
The meeting closed at 10.22am 

 
 
 


